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Organised by the St Fergus Coastal
Environment Committee and the
Aberdeen Institute for Coastal Science
and Management, it is thought to be the
first time so many experts on the subject 
will have gathered together to share their 
knowledge and experience.

The event is the result of frustration that 
exists when measurement techniques
make it difficult to assess whether any
significant erosion is taking place at St Fergus 
and, if it is, whether there is any chance
pipelines could eventually become exposed.

‘It is thought to be the first 
time so many experts will 
have gathered to share their 
knowledge and experience.’

Sponsored by ExxonMobil, National Grid,
Shell and TOTAL, papers will be published
to allow interested parties to learn from the
event and possibly lead to more advanced
ways of measuring coastal change locally.

Topics to be covered include investigating
the effect of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita

World Class Event Tackles Erosion

Experts on coastal erosion from around the world are heading to St Fergus for a special event
in May. A symposium on ‘The Effect of Climate Change in Coastal Areas’ will review how
coastal erosion is measured and the limitations of existing approaches.

The dunes at St Fergus

on Louisiana’s coastline, how the British
Geological Survey measures and monitors
coastal change, and the susceptibility of
Scottish beaches and dunes to storm and
sea level changes.

There will also be reviews of how coastal
change is measured in America, Ireland,
North Merseyside, the south coast of
England and other parts of Europe.

A particular highlight is expected to be
input from the oil industry on practical
experiences from around the world. Wouter
Sint Nicolaas from Shell Global Solutions
will be one of the speakers. Some of the
other organisations sending representatives
include - ExxonMobil, TOTAL Paris, Scottish
Environment Protection Agency, Scottish
Natural Heritage, Scottish Government,
Ordnance Survey, University of Glasgow,
Utrecht University (USA), Louisiana
State University (USA) and the National
Oceanography Centre to name but a few.

The symposium will conclude with the
opportunity for delegates to visit the St
Fergus dunes to view how careful land
management has led to virtually no
environmental impact where nine pipelines 
arrive on the shore. There will also be the 
chance to see the ARGUS coastal monitoring
system at Aberdeen City Beach. 

Support from the oil and gas industry for
this event and the St Fergus Committee
itself represents a commitment to protect
the sand and dune system around St Fergus 
that stretches back 35 years.

This has benefited the area greatly and,
in particular, the wildlife, such as terns,
swans, otters, badgers and foxes which are
regularly seen in and around the site.

Outcomes from the symposium will 
be published after the event by the
Aberdeen Institute for Coastal Science 
and Management.
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The St Fergus Gas Terminal has played a vital role in meeting the nation’s energy needs since first gas was 
received on 14th September 1977. As the terminal looks forward to the next three decades of operations, we take 
a look at the history of this important asset and the celebrations surrounding this landmark achievement.

1977 was a special year, both at home and 
abroad. Concorde took-off, Apple Computers 
was launched and the sci-fi blockbuster, Star 
Wars, hit the big screen. The north-east of 
Scotland was also witnessing history in the 
making, just 60 kilometres north of Aberdeen, 
with the acceptance of first gas at TOTAL E&P 
UK’s brand new St Fergus Gas Terminal.

30 years on and the 220-acre terminal site 
today handles approximately 16% of the UK’s  
gas requirements, piped in via the Frigg 
Transportation System (FTS) from more than 
20 North Sea fields.  St Fergus remains the 
UK’s largest gas terminal, handling more than 
60 million m3 of gas and 2,500 tonnes of natural 
gas liquids per day. In addition to receiving gas 
from offshore, the terminal is also responsible 
for processing the raw supply into a consumable 
commodity, ready for distribution via National 
Grid’s national transmission system.

‘With a proud history behind
it, St Fergus is now looking 
forward to a bright future.’

One man, synonymous with the history of 
the terminal is John Burns, former Head of 
Operations, who retired in June. John began 
his 31-year TOTAL career at St Fergus, joining 
the company as a “broch loon” in 1976. After 
spells offshore he returned to the site as 
Plant Supervisor in 1992, overseeing the 
acceptance of first gas from the Bruce field. 
“During my time offshore, St Fergus had 

changed considerably from those early days 
in the late 1970s,” he explains. 

In 1997, John was again heading offshore, this 
time as Operations Superintendent onboard 
Alwyn, where he spent the next five years. “The 
unique camaraderie and community spirit 
which exists at  St Fergus was always going to 
lure me back. I guess it came as no surprise 
that I returned to the terminal, for a final time 
in 2002, as Head of Operations. It’s fantastic 
to see the future of the terminal in safe hands 
and positioned at the heart of TOTAL E&P UK’s 
operations for many years to come.”

With a proud history behind it, St Fergus 
is now looking forward to a bright future. 
The role of Head of Operations has been 

TOTAL St Fergus : 30 Years Young

The acceptance of first gas at the TOTAL St Fergus site was back in 1977, with 2007 marking the Gas Terminal’s 
30 year anniversary

divided into two separate positions to align 
the terminal’s onshore management with 
TOTAL E&P UK’s offshore operations. Since 
John’s retirement last year, Lesley Stott, 
Production Superintendent, and John Gall, 
Maintenance Integrity Superintendent, 
have been working closely alongside 
Terminal Manager, Nicolas Carles.

“2008 promises to be a very busy  year for 
St Fergus,” says Lesley. “In addition to our 
normal operations we are also planning 
for two major shutdowns next year to allow 
integrity maintenance on the Frigg and UK 
lines. With our relatively new team firmly 
established we can now focus on the next 
thirty years of successful, safe operations at 
the terminal.”

National Grid has recently become the 
official partner of the Special Olympics 
in Great Britain and is encouraging 
staff to help within their own 
local communities.

Special Olympics Great Britain (SOGB) 
is a   community driven programme of 
local clubs and events open to anyone 
who has a learning disability. SOGB relies 
on volunteers to support its athletes and 
so far over 360 National Grid employees 

have registered to become volunteers. They will take on roles such as 
assistant coaches, event assistants, fund-raisers and club committee 
members, assisting the athletes in their training sessions.

Simon Cocks, National Grid’s sponsoring director of the Special 
Olympics said, “This is an excellent opportunity for National Grid 
to make a positive contribution to communities across Britain. We 
believe our track record in employee volunteering can make a real 
difference to the Special Olympic athletes, coaches and families.”

The Games are the pinnacle of the Special Olympic programme, 
however most of the hard work is put in at 200 local clubs throughout 
the UK, on a regular basis.

The three-year partnership was launched in July 2007 when the 
Special Olympics Flame of Hope visited National Grid’s headquarters 
– en route to the Opening Ceremony of the 12th Special Olympics 
World Summer Games in Shanghai.

Special Olympians Come to National Grid

Special Olympics athlete
Kathryn Smith
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Over 1200 people, including hundreds 
of children from all over the North 
East, experienced a day of fun science 
experiments during the Shell Education 
Service Family Day at the Fraserburgh 
Lighthouse Museum.

The busy day for the North East’s budding 
scientists involved taking part in science 
investigations featuring electricity, 
energy transfer, forces and motion and 
materials.

The event was part of a week of science      
workshops in ten primary schools across 
the North East which saw 750 school 
children exploring and questioning science 
in a fun, hands-on way. Liz Robertson, a 
workshop leader from the Shell Education 

Successful Buchan Science 
Week Ends with Fun Family Day

Hands up at the Magic Class

New Community 
Police Car
Last May, Shell demonstrated its 
continuing support for Grampian Police in 
Banff and Buchan by handing over the keys 
for a new car which is to be used by the 
area’s Community Beat Officers (CBOs). 
This is the fifth car that Shell has provided 
for the officers.

John Lang, Shell St Fergus Installation 
Manager said that he was pleased that 
Shell was again able to support the Banff 
and Buchan Community Beat Officers by 
providing a car for them to use while carrying 
out their duties.

John said, “If the car assists the Police in 
tackling those issues that adversely affect 
the area and improve the quality of life for 
those who live and work in the Buchan area, 
we are delighted to support.”

“Shell is very much a part of the fabric 
of life in Banff and Buchan and we see 
engagement in community projects as an 
essential part of our philosophy and the way 
we do business.”

PC Martin Shaw takes the keys from Shell St Fergus
Installation Manager, John Lang while 
Superintendent Bill Archibald looks on

Service said, “The whole week has been 
great fun for 750 children in the ten 
primary schools and the Family Day was a 
great opportunity for the 1230 who visited 
the Fraserburgh Lighthouse Museum to 
investigate science. As well as being a 
wonderful learning experience there’s 
also been lots of fun and excitement.”

Shell Education Service provides a series 
of unique, interactive physical science 
workshops to 50,000 young children a 
year. Workshops are designed to support 
directly the UK curricula and are run by 
expert leaders, who travel to hundreds 
of individual primary schools. There, 
the teachers watch and join in as the 
workshops are delivered and take ideas to 
boost their own science lessons.

To The Lighthouse
Lighthouses: generally considered useful navigation markers for 
floating modes of transport. But six intrepid colleagues from the SAGE 
gas plant have found them useful marker points for journeys on land.

Shift supervisor Steve McLean, process operators Sandy Whyte and 
Brian Strachan, technician Russell Keith, operator Derek Crighton, 
retired supervisor Ian Thom and a friend of Russell’s, David Thompson, 
cycled the 300 miles distance from Skye’s Ness Point Lighthouse to 
Aberdeenshire’s Buchan Ness Lighthouse in aid of four charities.

Their muscle-stretching jaunt raised more then £7,000 for Saving 
Sight in Grampian, Cancer Research Grampian, Huntington’s Disease 
Research Fund and Mintlaw Boys Club. The idea was to cycle from 
Scotland’s west coast to its east. Thanks to the Skye Bridge, the most 
westerly point is Ness Point, while the most easterly point took the 
group to just eight miles from their workplace. 

“The best parts of the trip for me,” reported Sandy “were the scenery 
along the way, having a good laugh and the sense of accomplishment 
upon finishing the route – not to mention the downhill bits!”

Light at the end of the journey (left to right): Steve McLean, Russell Keith, 
Sandy Whyte, Ian Thom, Derek Crighton, David Thompson and Brian Strachan at 
Buchan Ness Lighthouse.
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Shell St Fergus Celebrates Silver Milestone and Golden Future

In October, Shell’s St Fergus Gas Terminal celebrated the passage 
of 25 years, since its inauguration by HRH The Prince of Wales, in the 
certainty that its significant contribution to the country’s security of 
gas supply will continue for at least another decade and a half.

Originally built for Brent and Central North Sea fields, the Terminal is 
starting to process large volumes of gas from the Norwegian Statfjord 
field. This boast to throughput comes on the heels of production from 
Shell’s UK flagship Goldeneye gas field, which was brought on stream 
in October 2004 and supplies approximately 3% of UK demand.

With a major multi-million pound rejuvenation programme also 
under way to ensure the Terminal remains fit for purpose well into 
the future (see page 6), the site has never been busier. It’s an exciting 
time for Terminal Manager John Lang and his loyal workforce, who 

have helped shape St Fergus’s success with their excellent safety, 
business and environmental performance over the years. Amazingly, 
out of the 100 Shell and Wood Group core personnel, 14 people have 
worked there continuously since day one, with many others clocking 
up more than 20 years continuous service.

The function of Shell’s St Fergus Gas Terminal has remained the 
same throughout its lifetime – to separate natural gas (methane) from 
natural gas liquid (NGL) and form the hub of the 435-mile onshore 
pipeline network linking to the National Grid. It also delivers NGLs by 
pipeline to Shell’s Mossmorran Terminal.

During the past 25 years, Shell’s St Fergus Gas Terminal has become 
an integral part of the Buchan landscape, economy and community life, 
and for many families has provided employment for two generations.

Eight of the 14 who have been at the Terminal since day one with John Lang, St Fergus Terminal Manager (left) and John Corbett, Wood Group Resident Engineer (right)

A Rowan Tree Award has been presented to the project team at 
National Grid’s St Fergus gas terminal, for measures taken to prevent 
silt entering the Blackwater Burn during construction on site.

As part of the project, the site perimeter had been extended to 
accommodate new equipment which will significantly reduce 
emissions from the site and a new electrical sub station. By doing 
this, the burn had doubled in length, therefore protection measures 
were put in place.  

Andy Holmes, Project Manager said, “Our priority throughout 
construction, was to protect the environment and enhance the 
surrounding area whenever possible. The burn flows into the Annocky 
Lagoon - a haven for nature in the area - so it was essential to protect 
the watercourse through stringent measures.”

A number of factors were taken into consideration due to the close 
proximity of construction activities. A thorough mitigation procedure 
against pollution of the burn from silt or other impurities was also 
carried out.

The use of hay bales with the green Terram fencing was placed 
between the piling rig and the burn. The toe of the Terram was dug in 
to prevent flow underneath the bales.

These simple methods were excellent measures against any 
contamination to the burn. Additionally sandbags, extra bales and 

spill kits were placed at strategic designated points along the wall to 
further contain potential overflow.

The Rowan Tree Awards are presented to teams working for National 
Grid who demonstrate a commitment to preserving the environment 
over and above what is required, showing an improvement in methods 
used and best practice.

The project team have decided to help the pupils of Slains Primary 
School create a new garden and shelter with funding from the award. 
The pupils will design their new garden and the National Grid team 
will help to build the winning design during the spring.

Rowan Tree Award for Project Team 
Emissions Reduction Project

Construction activities at Blackwater Burn





If you have any comments on this newletter, or you would like to contact any of the terminal operators at St Fergus you can reach us at:

ExxonMobil
Fiona Allardyce
T: 01224 855414
E: fiona.allardyce@exxonmobil.com

National Grid
Stephanie van Rosse
T: 01455 231131
E: stephanie.van-rosse@uk.ngrid.com

TOTAL E&P UK Limited
Jenny Wink
T: 01779 838631
E: jenny.wink@total.com

Shell U.K. Limited
Norma Pert
T: 01224 882089
E: norma.pert@shell.com

Contacts
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Shell Announce £350M Rejuvenation Project

Whilst safeguarding 300 existing jobs at these locations the projectWhilst safeguarding 300 existing jobs at these locations the project
will, in addition, require a further estimated 100 contractor personnelwill, in addition, require a further estimated 100 contractor personnel
to be recruited during the project.to be recruited during the project.

The project will be a contribution towards securing energy suppliesThe project will be a contribution towards securing energy supplies
to the UK over the mid to long term, and will continue to provideto the UK over the mid to long term, and will continue to provide
facilities where Norwegian gas and liquids from the Statfjord Fieldsfacilities where Norwegian gas and liquids from the Statfjord Fields
can be processed and distributed.can be processed and distributed.

Stewart Stevenson, MSP, toured the Shell St Fergus Gas TerminalStewart Stevenson, MSP, toured the Shell St Fergus Gas Terminal
and spoke with staff while the then Chancellor of the Exchequer andand spoke with staff while the then Chancellor of the Exchequer and
now Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, visited Mossmorran to unveil anow Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, visited Mossmorran to unveil a
plaque to celebrate the commencement of the project.plaque to celebrate the commencement of the project.

Aerial view of the Shell St Fergus Gas TerminalAerial view of the Shell St Fergus Gas Terminal

In April 2007 Shell U.K. announced the commencement of a £350 million Rejuvenation Project that will extendIn April 2007 Shell U.K. announced the commencement of a £350 million Rejuvenation Project that will extend
the life of three of their onshore installations (St Fergus being one of them) to the year 2021 and will sustainthe life of three of their onshore installations (St Fergus being one of them) to the year 2021 and will sustain
feedstock supply to the Fife Ethylene Terminal.feedstock supply to the Fife Ethylene Terminal.

TOTAL E&P UK’s St Fergus
Terminal has been named
as one of Scotland’s most
environmentally-friendly
businesses at 2007’s Vision in
Business for  the Environment
of Scotland (VIBES) awards.

The announcement was made at a prestigious awards ceremony
at the SAS Radisson Hotel, Glasgow on 5 December. As the judges’
choice in the large company category, St Fergus was singled out
for ensuring environmental considerations are at the heart of all
business decisions and employee training. Receiving the award on
behalf of TEP UK were Jenny Wink, Administration Supervisor, and
Rachel Keown, Graduate Environmentalist.

“It’s a fantastic achievement for St Fergus which would not have
been possible without the complete buy-in from all our people,” said 
a delighted Jenny. “It not only recognises our challenging approach
to waste management, but highlights our overall holistic approach
to the environment.”

St Fergus Terminal Manager, Nicolas Carles, said, “At St Fergus
everyone plays a role in caring for the environment and so it’s on
behalf of all employees at the terminal that this award was received.
Our environmental initiatives are integral to our activities, and we
are delighted that our efforts have been recognised by VIBES.”

Following the VIBES award, St Fergus will automatically be entered
into the European Business Environment Awards 2008, which
attracts an average of 200 entries from the cream of Europe’s most
eco-friendly organisations.

St Fergus Scoops
Environmental Award

Environmentally friendly youngsters
in Fraserburgh are already looking
forward to next Christmas.

Pupils at Lochpots Primary School, near
ExxonMobil’s SAGE Gas Terminal, have been recycling drink
cans and bottles to raise money to decorate the town during
the festive season.

Lochpots has been working with Can Do, a Scottish recycling
organisation partly staffed by people with learning disabilities.

The school collected enough recyclable goods over the past
year to receive a donation of £150 from  Can Do. Mobil North
Sea matched this funding, and the total has gone towards an
appeal to buy lights to hang in Fraserburgh in December.

Bottle Bank Lights
Up Town

Anything you Can Do (right to left): ExxonMobil’s Fiona Allardyce and
Ian Hackers, Can Do’s Frank Eden, Headteacher Wendy Wallace,
Councillor Michael Watts and some of the pupils from Lochpots Primary


